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Celebrating 10 years!
Ten short years ago, our family
began a new venture in Algonquin
Provincial Park. Enthused by the
Park’s great outdoors and its
prominent place in Canada’s art
history, we opened the Algonquin
Art Centre, a venue in the middle
of Algonquin Park where artists
could showcase their Algonquininspired works, and where visitors
could discover the artists within
themselves.
Back then we had little idea
what to expect, but thanks to the dedication of our team,
the generosity of the Park staff, the incredible talent of
our artists, and the great support of our patrons, our first
ten years surpassed all of our expectations, as the Centre
evolved into what it is today.
The list of supporters is too long to include here, so a
few honourable mentions will have to suffice. Firstly, a
very special thank you to the late Murray Sinclair, who
passed away earlier this year. Murray and his wife, Mary,
were major patrons to the Centre, and their contributions
were instrumental to its growth.
We would also like to thank Ernie Martelle and John
Winters, who were the first to propose an original and
daring idea – an art gallery in Algonquin Park. The Centre
would never have existed if not for their vision and
initiative, and for this, we send them our deepest thanks.
A lot has happened in ten years, but this decade is
only a fraction when one considers the history of artists
in Algonquin. It’s been over a hundred years since Tom
Thomson discovered his muse in the Park, a discovery
that inspired hundreds if not thousands of artists to travel
here to experience it for themselves. We can only hope
that the Centre has helped cement this legacy, and that
it can serve as a cornerstone for the next hundred years
of art in Algonquin Park.

Thank you

Doug and Orla Irwin
Owners and Operators, Algonquin Art Centre
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Lakeside Yurt & Studio Cabin
All Season Rental

Located just 30 minutes from Algonquin Park

A Creative Lakeside Escape

For information and to book your retreat, visit

cottagesincanada.com/lakesideyurt
Listing Number: PL-16238

Proudly
designed &
made in Canada
since 2004

Yurta
Finest quality minimal footprint shelter

Yurta is a unique
contemporary shelter
that builds on a thousand
years of nomadic
tradition. Strong yet
portable, it deploys
without hammering a nail
or turning a screw. It is a
functional and beautiful
shelter for most any use,
climate or site.

A Message from the Directors:

Discovering Algonquin
at Night
Two thousand years ago, the Roman author Cicero
made an important observation: he said that if the world
was always covered with clouds, and humans knew
nothing of the starry skies above them, then they would
have an impoverished sense of the divine. What he meant
by the divine remains the topic of academic debate, but
the substance of his observation holds true: the night sky
enlarges our imaginations, compels us to ponder things
greater than ourselves, and in this sense, experiencing it is
a fundamental part of who and what we are.
This idea inspired the theme for our 2014 show,
“Algonquin at Night”. We realized that in an age when the
night sky is vanishing behind the smog and light pollution
of urban centres, the need to experience and ponder
the starry heavens is more crucial than ever before.
Algonquin Park has long served this need. Since its
establishment in 1893, people have traveled from all over
the world to experience the wilderness, and to gaze into
incredible starscapes overhead. But the appeal of nights in
Algonquin goes beyond stargazing, for when the sun goes
down, a new world emerges in the Algonquin forests, a
world full of nocturnal life, such as barred owls, flying squirrels,
luna moths, and fireflies. Even the forest floor transforms at
night – the appropriately named “evening primrose” is one
example, as the flower only opens up at night to attract
nighttime insects, such as the primrose moth.
In light of these curiosities, we challenged our artists
to capture the mood and character of Algonquin at
Night, and their work went beyond anything we could
have imagined.
We hope you enjoy our 2014 exhibition, and that you
leave with us with an enriched appreciation of that
curious and rarely seen world of “Algonquin at Night.”
Joel Irwin, General Director | Matt Coles, Art Director

Yurta.ca
1-877-807-5008 | 905-831-0418 | info@yurta.ca
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Celebrating the Arts

THE

GALLERY

2014 EXHIBITING

ARTISTS

The Algonquin Art Centre is quickly becoming one
of the leading landscape and wildlife galleries in all of
Canada. The Centre has three wings where it showcases
the newest works from Canada’s foremost artists,
offering visitors an exhibition of the arts in the very region
that inspired them – Algonquin Park.
Algonquin Park has been a major cornerstone in the
history of Canadian landscape and wildlife art. Over
the last century, it has attracted artists of all kinds and
has inspired some of our nation’s most famous paintings,
such as Tom Thomson’s “Jack Pine” or A.Y. Jackson’s
“Red Maple”. The Algonquin Art Centre has become
an important part of this artistic tradition, providing a
gallery and workshop space to encourage new and
bold developments in landscape and wildlife art in the
very heart of Algonquin Provincial Park.

Shelly Beach

Joseph Pearce

Tony Bianco

Patricia Pepin

Al Brown

Jennifer Pimentel

Hilary Clark-Cole

Siggy Puchta

Claudio D’Angelo

Mark Reeder
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Vladimir Ribatchok

Kelly Dodge

Peter Allan Rice
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Bev Rodin

Lori Dunn

Andrea Ross

Maya Eventov

Robert Ross

Michael Foers

Peter Rotter

Pierre Girard

Alan Sakhavarz

David Grieve

Peter Schulz

Eduard Gurevich

Sanjeev Sivarulrasa

Kevin Hockley

Daniel St. Amant

Fred Hummel

Richard Stanley

Terry Isaac

Eric Tardif

Joseph Koensgen

Josh Tiessen

Brian Markham

Steve Tracy

Marni Martin

John Visser

Sylvia Naylor

Dan Werstuk

Dave Nehring

Jan Wheeler

Calvin Nicholls

Derek Wicks

Arnold Nogy

Patrice Wolput

Tim Packer
algonquinartcentre.com
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2014 ARTIST

SPECIAL EVENTS
Every year, the Algonquin Art Centre organizes a
number of special events to bring visitors closer to the artists
and their work. This year, we’ve organized a number of
featured artist exhibits that showcase artists of extraordinary
talent. We’ve also hosting a number of artist demos, where
artists share the secrets of their work with Park visitors.

“The Paddle Meets the Brush” - Joseph Pearce
June 22 - July 31
For over 25 years, landscape
artist Joseph Pearce has sought
out the tranquility or the drama
of a northern wilderness,
looking for distinctive scenes to
turn into captivating paintings.
Celebrating his 100th interior
trip into Algonquin Park,
Joseph’s newest landscapes
will be featured in his first AAC
solo exhibit. Free Admission.

Art Demonstration: Peter Rice
June 29
See how artist Peter Rice creates
his three dimensional glass
sculptures at the Algonquin
Art Centre. 10 am – 4 pm.
Free Admission.

“Through the Trees” - Tim Packer | August 1 - 31
Tim Packer’s landscape
paintings combine elements
of expressionism and the
abstract with a refined sense
of composition to reveal to
viewers his own impressions of
Algonquin landscapes.
Come and experience his
work in this featured exhibit.
Free Admission.
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Celebrating the Arts
“My Life is Wild” - Lori Dunn | September 2 - 15
Wildlife artist Lori Dunn is quickly
becoming one of Canada’s premiere
scratchboard artists. Although
scratchboard is one of the most
difficult mediums to master, Lori has
perfected the technique, combining
precision with a refined sense of
composition to produce incredibly
detailed and beautiful wildlife art.
Don’t miss this chance to see her
featured exhibit. Free Admission.

Meet the Artist - September 6
Meet scratchboard artist Lori Dunn as she visits the
Algonquin Art Centre to discuss her solo exhibit,
“My Life is Wild.” 11 am – 4 pm. Free Admission.

“Inspired by Life” - Michael Dumas
September 16 - October 19
Michael Dumas’ art is
characterized by masterful
drawing and an unusual
sensitivity to the subtleties
of detail, form, colour, and
composition. His featured
show, “Inspired by Life”
showcases Michael’s
incredible eye for the
nuances of light. Free Admission.

Meet the Artist - October 4
Meet master artist Michael Dumas as he discusses his featured show, “Inspired by Life”. 11 am – 4 pm. Free admission.

Art Demonstration: Sylvia Naylor | September 20
Meet Sylvia Naylor at the
Algonquin Art Centre as
she demonstrates her free
motion embroidery.
11 am – 4 pm.
Free Admission.
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Celebrating the Arts

ARTIST

FEATURE
DANIEL

ST. AMANT
Modern
Surfaces
Artist Daniel St. Amant is breaking new ground in the
world of wildlife art. Unlike more traditional approaches,
Daniel doesn’t begin with a blank canvas, but with what
he calls a “modern surface”. This surface is created in
heavy industrialized areas, where Daniel lays his canvas
on the roadway to be run over and imprinted by the
passing vehicles. Once the canvas is sufficiently stained,
he brings the canvas to his studio, where he reworks the
tire tracks into a patterned landscape and then begins
painting his wildlife subject in the foreground. The final
product is a work of unusual beauty and tension.
“I have always been interested in creating art that
called into question our co-existence with the natural
world,” says Daniel. “The modern surfaces create a
tension and dialogue between the foreground and
background that challenges the viewer to find a
message in the overall composition.”
The message here is profoundly ambiguous: while
the wildlife can be interpreted as fading into the
tire-tracked background, there’s also a sense of the
opposite, as a new kind of landscape is emerging
from the industrial background, creating new habitats
and possibilities. The tension is sharp, but achieves
a delicate balance between the industrialized and
natural worlds, a balance that speaks to our modern
age with a clear voice: “I want there to be certain
truth to my paintings. I would love to paint happy and

Amarok (top)
Darwin (right)

pristine paintings with no geo political weight to it, but
unfortunately as an artist I think I have a responsibility to
discuss the good and the bad.”
Daniel’s “modern surfaces” are a significant addition
to wildlife art in Canada, not only because of their
aesthetic qualities, but because they represent the
impasse of environmental consciousness with an unusual
and compelling clarity.
Daniel’s works will be on display at the centre from
June 1st to October 19th.
algonquinartcentre.com
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Celebrating the Arts

ARTIST INTERVIEW

Sanjeev

Nightfall, Old Woman Bay

Sivarulrasa

Night, Grand Lake

Sanjeev Sivarulrasa has been observing and
photographing night skies in Algonquin Park for the
last eleven years. His work explores the beauty of the
cosmos and its deep connections to human nature and
understanding.

because of light pollution and because we no longer
seem to value a direct experience of nature. Most of us
live in cities filled with artificial light. I think direct sensory
experience of the night sky is an important part of the
human experience, and we shouldn’t give it up so easily.

i) Can you explain your attraction to the night sky?

iv) In the Post-Copernican era, when theories such
as inflationary theory are gaining ground, what do
you think the role of art is in depicting this ‘new’ and
‘undiscovered’ universe?

For me the pristine night sky is a meditative space, a
space that is serene and beautiful at the same time. It’s
an environment that encourages both an inward and
an outward gaze.

ii) What do you feel when you experience nights in
Algonquin Park?
I like the solitude and serenity of Algonquin Park. When
I’m alone at night, I start by overcoming my fear of the
dark – this can take a while, especially if it is cloudy,
because then there is no starlight. But as the stars come
out, and my eyes become dark adapted, I feel very
much at home – there is a feeling of connection with
nature which is hard to put into words. It’s a feeling that
I try to express through my art.

iii) Why is it important for people to see/experience the
night sky?
I think urban dwellers are cut off from the stars,

Science can tell us a lot about the physical universe,
but it can’t explore the realm of emotion – the subjective
experiences we each have as human beings. That’s
where art comes in. For me, art is about exploring the
human experience of the cosmos. It’s the humanity
of the observer that fascinates me, more so than the
physical world that is observed.

v) Cicero once said that if the stars were never visible,
humanity would have an impoverished sense of the
divine. What are your thoughts on Cicero’s statement?
There is definitely a feeling of awe when I’m under an
open sky filled with stars from horizon to horizon. And I
think that sense of awe can be felt anytime we connect
with nature. It is a soulful experience, and it does make
me wonder where it all came from.
algonquinartcentre.com
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Celebrating the Arts

ARTIST

FEATURE
JOSH

TIESSEN
An Art Prodigy
in Algonquin
It is not very often that an artist like Joss Tiessen
comes along. At only eighteen years of age, Josh has
accomplished more in his career than some artists
achieve in a lifetime, and he’s only getting started.
Josh held his first gallery exhibition at the Burlington
Art Centre when he was fourteen years old and quickly
gained the attention of collectors, patrons, and fellow
artists, including Robert Bateman, who invited Josh to
participate in his mentorship program at the Hollyhock
Educational Centre on Cortes Island, B.C. Despite working
alongside professional artists who were double or triple
his age, Josh’s works stood out, earning high praise from
Bateman himself, who quickly recognized Josh’s talents.

Glimmer of Hope

has been influenced by a great variety of artists: “I admire
Van Gogh’s blue palette, Rembrandt’s lighting and
David Caspar Friedrich’s epic atmospheric landscapes.
Concerning Realists, I love the detailed works of Wyeth,
Bateman and Brian Lasaga.”
Josh is a very exciting addition to the Algonquin Art
Centre roster of artists. Being the youngest painter ever to
show his work at the Centre, his future here will certainly
be a bright one.
Josh Tiessen’s work will be on display at the Centre from
June 1st to October 19th.

Since his trip to Cortes Island, Josh has exploded onto
the artistic scene, receiving numerous awards, including
the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee and Canada’s
Top 20 under 20, and has been heralded by Prof. Joanne
Ruthsatz of Oberlin College as a prodigy in the visual
arts. Despite all this, Josh remains a humble and devoted
student of the arts.
“I feel so blessed to be able to do what I love,” says
Josh “and to have other people enjoy it too is the icing
on the cake!” Although working in high realist style, Josh
algonquinartcentre.com
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THE

BOUTIQUE

Bear Paw
jewellery

Pottery bowl
by
Antje Gagne

Black walnut Canoe by Carson Thompson

The Boutique is the Art Centre’s popular gift shop,
which boasts a wide variety of gift ideas and souvenirs
that reflect the Algonquin Park experience for visitors
of every age. Choose from among children’s toys and
stuffed pets, framed prints, clothes, jewellery, pottery,
art supplies, or browse some of the many books in our
art bookstore. The Boutique celebrates the exceptional
diversity of Canadian craftspeople and fine artists. It
also prioritizes environmentally friendly products, which
include notebooks and journals made from recycled
paper, clean burning soy candles, wooden creations
carved from discarded branches and driftwood and
100% handpicked organic tea. It features a wide selection
of high quality art reproductions of Tom Thomson and the
Group of Seven and fine artists including an attractive
array of wearable art. The list is growing and we are
working to improve this selection each and every season.
Come and enjoy the wide variety of gift ideas and
souvenirs in our Boutique.

algonquinartcentre.com
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Fostering Creativity

GAZEBO

KM 16 INSIDE ALGONQUIN PARK

Restaurant open for
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner.
Everyone welcome.
Call to book your table by the lake.
Present this coupon for a

15% discount on a mid-week lunch
LUNCH HOURS 12: 30 - 2:00 PM

Reservations required - please mention coupon at time of booking

Local 705-633-5661 | Toll Free 866-633-5661

www.arowhonpines.ca

Fostering creativity is a significant part of the Algonquin
Art Centre, and we achieve this by organizing a number
of art classes, art demos, and family art activities to
encourage our visitors to discover the artist within. Our
gazebo program has become an important part of
this process, as it offers individuals and families daily art
activities, including painting wooden paddles, birch bark
canoes, sliced rock, and canvas, as well as instructed art
classes during the week.
The Gazebo is located beside the gallery and in the
middle of our Art Garden. The beautiful surroundings
provide much inspiration and subject matter for visitors
to try their own hand at art. The Gazebo also includes
a café, where visitors can enjoy a coffee, cold drink,
or snack while they participate in one of the many art
activities.
The Gazebo is open from July 1st to August 31st. For
more details about Gazebo programs, please visit our
website at algonquinartcentre.com.
algonquinartcentre.com
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ART CLASSES
Discover your creative side in
Algonquin Park! Artists share
their talents and techniques
with a variety of artistic
abilities. Art Classes
available through
July & August.

Paint a Wooden Paddle | July 10 & 22 , Aug 7 & 21
Rain or shine, try out one of the Centre’s most
popular art activities, “Paint A Paddle” with step-bystep guidance! Designed both for beginners and
seasoned students, this class lets you create the perfect
memorabilia of your Algonquin experience by painting
a small paddle with acrylics in a vibrant plein air
environment. Come and discover the artist within!
All materials included.

Watercolour Tips & Techniques | July 15 & Aug 12
Discover how to create beautiful landscapes with
watercolour. Instructor Pam Carnochan will guide you in
learning the tips and techniques of this medium and lead
you to new artistic discoveries. No previous experience
required. All materials included. You will leave with a
matted treasure.

Acrylic on Canvas “Plein Air” | July 8, Aug 5 & 26
Painting with acrylics on the shore of beautiful Found
Lake – just beside the Centre - you will discover the joys
of plein air painting in Algonquin Park! No experience
necessary. All materials are included.

Paint a Birch Bark Canoe or Birdhouse | July 24 Aug 14
The 12” - 14 “ canoes are handmade by the first nations
on Manitoulin Island. The bird houses are made locally.
They look stunning with individual designs painted on
them. No previous experience required. Acrylic paint is
fun to explore, quick drying, and you will receive many
valuable tips from the instructor.
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Fostering Creativity
Printmaking | July 17
Create unique, colourful and vibrant prints using both
positive and reduction techniques by carving, painting,
using brayers and objects from nature. Suitable for all
ages. Additional material fee if block carving is chosen.

Watercolour with Wool | July1 & 29, Aug 19
This unique art form fits beautifully with the inspiring
landscapes, and easily allows people to get lost in their
creativity. Pam provides wool from her own sheep, dyes
it and creates truly original landscapes. No experience
necessary, and fun for all ages.

Zentangle | July 3 & 31
A form of drawing that can be done almost anywhere.
It is an easy relaxing, meditative and fun way to create
beautiful images by using black ink to draw structured
flowing patterns. Use nature as your inspiration and
create an intricate piece of art that is uniquely you. This
course is suitable for ages 8 and up.

Learn Plants Through Art
Check for dates on our website
Plants and trees speak to us in a secret language.
Magically, it is the same language as art. Through
drawing and painting we will learn how to decode this
secret language to discover who they are. You can
bring the practice home with your own field journal and
plant identification kit.

HOW TO REGISTER
Call the Algonquin Art Centre at 705-633-5555
or drop in any time.
Space is limited so pre-registration is encouraged.

For more information
and to view the ART CLASS CALENDAR
Visit algonquinartcentre.ca
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Supporting the Environment

By Artist Joseph Pearce

The Paddle Meets the Brush
We all come to Algonquin Park for more or less the
same reasons, but the experiences that we each have
and the memories that we each take away are totally
individual. In 1983, I made my first (solo) canoe trip to
the top of Lake Opeongo. It was extremely challenging
(wind, rain and faulty gear) but equally stimulating and
rewarding. One of the best ways to discover yourself is
to spend a week alone in the wilderness. Thankfully, I
have been able to share most of my subsequent trips,
either with my wife (Helen) or with my brother (John) or
with many of my friends (Victor, Joe, Bill, Barry, Wayne,
Chris, Tom, and Lu). This summer, I will make my 100th
interior trip.
From early Spring to late Fall, I never tire of Algonquin
mornings—the colours on the horizon, the chill in the air,
the warmth of the rising sun, the cry of the loon, the song
of the White-throated Sparrow, the smell of the pines,
the gentle rocking of the canoe. It all combines to lift
my soul and to stir my creative juices. And it has allowed
me to enjoy a rewarding career as a landscape artist.
I have paddled dozens of lakes and rivers, seen
hundreds of sunrises and sunsets and dozens of
moonrises, enjoyed countless experiences with a wide
variety of wildlife, snapped thousands of photographs,
painted hundreds of canvases, and acquired a million
memories.

I am extremely flattered that the Algonquin Art
Centre has offered to feature my art as part of their
10th anniversary celebration. This prestigious gallery,
esthetically surrounded by majestic white pines, provides
a special opportunity for park visitors to witness the artistic
inspiration of many accomplished artists. Likewise, it is
also the perfect venue for the artists to share their art with
an appreciative audience. Congratulations to the entire
staff at the AAC, for 10 successful years.

Algonquin Art Centre tree care courtesy of:

Tree care & forest stewardship
Tree top photography • Tree gallery outdoor installations

Chad Irwin, Eco-Artist Arborist

treestyletree@gmail.com • 705-FIX-TREE

www.treestyle.ca

algonquinartcentre.com
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Hwy 60 at Km 20
in

Algonquin Provincial Park

June 1 - October 19, 2013
Open 10am - 5pm daily

PEOPLE WHO KNOW, KNOW BDO.SM
Assurance | Accounting | Tax | Advisory
Peter Schwarzl, Partner
Dexter Perera, Partner
Scott Conner, Tax Partner

4 Elm Street
Huntsville ON P1H 1L1
Tel: 705 789 4469
www.bdo.ca

Gallery Admission
by donation

Thank you for your support
1-855-221-AART (2278)
705.633.5555

algonquinartcentre.com

Scan to watch video

